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Turks: the word "FrankJy is applied generally by the
Turks to Europeans and Americans. The western influ-
ence in Turkey has its origins largely in French educa-
tional institutions, literature and culture. Xot only has
French enterprise permeated Turkey in its social and po-
litical life bnt the commercial relations have also been
conspicuous. For instance, the growth of Marseilles can
be attributed in a large degree to its shipping contacts
with French interests in the Levant, notably in Syria,
The special material interests of France in Turkey are
not confined exclusively to any one section of the Empire.
They include railway and road projects adjacent to the
Black Sea and xEgean Sea coasts, and oil and copper in
upper Mesopotamia, a name given to the Kurdistan
region. This diversity of interests can be attributed to
the special adaptability of French engineers and finan-
ciers in connection with railways? ports and harbors,
local public utilities, and otter technical enterprises.
French national sentiment towards Turkey, however, is
concentrated in Syria (to a lesser extent in Cilicia)
where railways, silk factories of the Lebanon,, banks, and
other business interests are predominantly French.
The foregoing figures give Great Britain's share as
approximately one seventh or one eighth both of the
Ottoman public debt and of the local private enterprises.
The British military operations during the "World "War
in Mesopotamia, Syria and Palestine have involved a
capital outlay—much of tliis is of a permanent character
—which doubtless far exceeds the total capital invest-
ments in Turkey prior to 1914. The building of the rail-
way from Al Kantara to Palestine and of the approxi-
mately one thousand miles of railway in Mesopotamia
east large sums of money. It has been stated by British
students that, since 1914, Great Britain has expended on
military account over one billion dollars ia Mesopotamia

